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SUBJECT: FOREIGN SECRETARY ROEL'S COMMENTS ON FOREIGN 
AGGRESSION AND PRESSURE 

REF: STATE 0791 13 

1 . EFE REPORT CARRIED BY FBIS ON SECRETARY ROEL'S 
LENGTHY SPEECH ON MARCH 21 JUAREZ BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION 
WAS ACCURATE-BUT ONLY AS FAR AS IT WENT. EFE FOLLOWED 
SAME PROCEDURE AS LOCAL MEDIA. EMPHASIZING STATEMENTS 
THAT FOREIGN AGGRESSION AND PRESSURES, WHICH WERE WARLIKE 
IN JUAREZ' TIME, ARE TODAY ECONOMIC. THIS WAS WHAT PRESS 
FOUND NEWSWORTHY AND SUITABLE FOR BRIEF TREATMENT. 

2. PLACING SPEECH IN PERSPECTIVE, IT WAS A LENGTHY IN- 
SPIRATIONAL ADDRESS LIKE THOSE ONE WOULD HAVE HEARD A 
GENERATION AGO IN THE US IN A LINCOLN DAY OR JEFFERSON 
DAY OR A PATRIOTIC SPEECH FOR JULY 4. WE MEAN NO CRITI- 
CISM BY THIS COMMENT. ROEL KNEW WHAT HIS AUDIENCE EX- 
PECTED OF HIM, HIS TEXT WAS IN KEEPING WITH THE TRADITION 
OF MEXICAN ORATORY FOR SUCH OCCASIONS, AND HE WAS TRYING 
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BOTH TO INSTRUCT AND TO INSPIRE. FIRST THIRD OF SPEECH 
WAS DEVOTED TO A REVIEW OF THE WORLD SITUATION IN JUAREZ' 
TIME, AND IS AN IMPRESSIVE DISPLAY OF ROEL’S OWN ACADEMIC 
AND SCHOLARLY BACKGROUND, WITH MANY REFERENCES AND ALLU- 
SIONS TO UTOPIAN SOCIALISM. THE ENCYCLOPEDISTS, SOCIAL 
DARWINISM AS POPULARIZED BY HERBERT SPENSER, AND THE WAY 
IN WHICH WORLD CURRENTS OF LIBERAL THOUGHT INFLUENCED THE 
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MEXICAN WRITERS AND PHILOSOPHERS WHO IN TURN INFLUENCED 
JUAREZ AND HIS POLITICAL VIEWS. 

3. NATURALLY ENOUGH. ROEL CHOSE NOT TO LET THE OCCASION 
PASS WITHOUT TYING TOGETHER THE PRINCIPLES THAT MOTIVATED 
JUAREZ AND MEXICO'S SITUATION AT THE PRESENT TIME. HE 
REVIEWED JUAREZ' STRUGGLE AGAINST COLONIALISM, MENTION 
ING BOTH THE "US EXPANSIONIST WAR OF 1846" AND IN EVEN 
STRONGER TERMS THE FRENCH INVASION OF 1861, WITH PASSING 
HISTORICAL REFERENCES TO THE INCIDENT AT VERACRUZ AND THE 
PERSHING EXPEDITION. AGAIN, NOT UNEXPECTEDLY, HE COM 
PARED THE RULING STYLES OF JUAREZ AND LOPEZ PORTILLO, 
MAKING THE POINT THAT JLP HAS INSISTED THAT WHENEVER 
MEXICO IS DIVIDED, MEXICANS SUFFER AND THE MEXICAN RE- 
PUBLIC IS THE LOSER. ROEL STATED: "IF JUAREZ DEFENDED 
VALIANTLY THE NATION'S SOIL, LOPEZ PORTILLO IS DEFENDING 
WITH HONOR ITS SOIL AND ITS SUB-SOIL"~AN OBVIOUS REFER- 
ENCE TO MEXICAN PETROLEUM WEALTH. PROBABLY THE MOST 
CONTROVERSIAL STATEMENT IN THE SPEECH (AND THE ONE THAT 
EFE AND THE PRESS MOST EMPHASIZED) WAS HIS REMARK THA 
THE COLONIAL AGGRESSION THAT MEXICO SUFFERED IN THE PAST 
CENTURY WAS FRANK AND WARLIKE, WHEREAS AT PRESENT THESE 
AGGRESSIONS ARE "VEILED AND EOCNOMIC, ALTHOUGH LESS 
VIRULENT. THEY ARE ALSO DIRECT AND COMMERCIAL 

AND AT TIMES USE INDIRECT METHODS OF PRESSURE." 
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4. EMBASSY DOES NOT SEE THIS AS A POLICY SPEECH, NOR AS 
ANTI-AMERICAN. HE WAS TALKING TO A MEXICAN AUDIENCE ON A 
PATRIOTIC OCCASION. (NO AMERICAN ORATOR, TALKING ON THE 
FOURTH OF JULY, WOULD USE PLATFORM TO EULOGIZE LORD 
NORTH OR TRY TO REHABILITATE THE MEMORY OF GOOD KING 
GEORGE III.) LIKEWISE, WE BELIEVE ROEL TOOK THE OCCASION 
TO "SPLIT THE EARS OF THE GROUNDLINGS" WITH REMARKS THAT 
HE THOUGHT WOULD BE WELL RECEIVED, WOULD TELL THEM WHAT 
THEY EXPECTED TO HEAR, AND WOULD LEAVE THEM FEELING PROUD 
OF THEIR NATIONAL HERITAGE. 

5. COPY OF ENGLISH TRANSLATION WILL BE POUCHED ARA/MEX 
ON APRIL 3. LUCEY 
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